
The Vocabulary Book
	 It	 can	 be	 frustrating	 for	 students	 who	 want	 to	
express	 themselves,	 but	 are	 not	 able	 to	 find	 the	
right	 English	 words.	 Having	 a	 rich	 selection	 of	
vocabulary	 to	 use	 in	 the	 classroom	 as	 well	 as	 in	
daily	conversation	is	the	cornerstone	fundamental	
to	becoming	a	fluent	English	speaker.
	 Building	 a	 diverse,	 dynamic	 and	 extensive	 range	 of	
vocabulary	should	be	a	goal	that	all	KTS	students	should	
reach	for.	This	is	the	reason	why	in	2011	–	2012	we	have	
introduced	the	KTS	Vocabulary	Books.		
	 With	 the	 aid	 of	 the	 Vocabulary	 Books,	 KTS	 students	
have	 been	 able	 to	 broaden	 their	 vocabulary	 as	 well	 as	
collect	 some	 ‘Vocabulary	 Building	 Certificates’	 through	
diligently	writing	down	words	and	phrases	during	their	
English	and	Oral	lessons,	as	well	as	by	getting	high	marks	
in	 their	 vocabulary	 quizzes.	 Accumulation	 of	 these	
certificates	will	result	in	them	being	exchanged	for	school	
coupons.	As	you	can	see,	hard	work	really	does	pay	off!	

 you’ll be rewarded lavishly!
“ Be a busy vocabulary bee” –
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Outstanding Newsletter). This year, students have been taking part in different activities which can widen their horizons. 
Students can expand their knowledge through reading about places, and develop their interpersonal skills through having outdoor visits.
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Janis Kwong   4B    
Result: Champion
Poem: ‘I Can See You Now’ 

Q. What is your ‘secret 
to success’ and what 
advice would you 
give to students who 
are participating 
in the Speech Festival next academic 
year? 

	 Listen	carefully	to	the	teacher	who	is	training	
you.	Also,	practising	at	home	 is	very	 important	
because	 we	 can	 use	 the	 advice	 the	 teacher	 has	
given	us	and	read	the	poem	better	the	next	day.	
Lastly,	students	must	remember	to	look	sad	if	 it	
is	a	sad	poem	and	to	smile	a	lot	if	 it	 is	a	happy	
poem.	It	is	important	to	show	our	understanding	
of	the	poem.	

	 Verse	speaking	and	competing	in	the	Hong	Kong	
Speech	Festival	is	something	students	look	forward	
to	 immensely	 every	 autumn.	 From	 September	 to	
December,	KTS	is	buzzing	with	students	practising	
and	reciting	their	verses	at	every	opportunity.	
	 KTS	students	have	a	real	gift	for	making	words	
‘come	alive’	and	conveying	the	special	meaning	of	
each	poem.	Teachers	diligently	 train	 the	students	
in	 verse	 speaking	 techniques	 such	 as	 showing	 a	
sense	of	rhythm	which	is	natural	and	free-flowing,	
stressing	the	correct	syllables	and	sentences,	having	
an	appropriate	tone	for	the	poem,	and	sharing	the	
mood	of	the	poem.	
	 After	practising	for	hours	and	hours	at	school	and	
at	home,	 students	 continue	 to	become	more	and	
more	confident,	and	are	able	to	display	that	great	
sense	of	performance	which	is	ever	so	important	in	
verse	 speaking.	What	a	 special	 time	autumn	 is	at	
KTS	as	we	all	share	the	joy	of	verse	speaking!

Overcome your fears, 
Listen to the cheers!

Everyone can be a poet, 
You just didn’t know it!

Techniques about 
Verse Speaking

Q1.  How did you prepare
  for the Speech Festival?
	I	practised	a	lot	with	Miss	Chow.	We	
practised	 at	 least	 three	 times	 a	 week,	

and	 sometimes	 we	 practised	 many	 times	 during	 the	
day.	Mr.	Sellers	also	gave	some	great	advice	as	he	is	so	
experienced	in	this	competition.	Of	course,	practising	
at	home	was	a	big	part	of	the	preparation	as	well.	
Q2.  What techniques, in your opinion, are most 

important when learning verse speaking?
	 When	learning	verse	speaking,	we	must	become	a	
character	in	the	poem.	We	must	really	understand	the	
poem.	 Stressing	 the	 right	 syllables	 is	 very	 important	
too.

Ryan Kwok   5D
Result: Champion
Poem: ‘I’m the One Who Rules 

the School’

2A Ho	Kyle Champion
2B Lam	Sum	Ying Champion
3A Wong	Kwun	Ho Champion
4B Kwong	Yan	Lam Champion
5A Chui	Wai	Yuen	Ivan Champion
5D Kwok	Tsz	Him Champion
6A Chan	Man	Kit Champion
P.1-3	Boys Choral	Speaking Champion
1C Yau	Chun	Hei 1st	runner-up
1D Wong	Yat	Ming 1st	runner-up
1D Lau	Sze	Tung 1st	runner-up
2A Mak	Tin	Sum	Gabriel 1st	runner-up
3C Yik	Yu	Chin 1st	runner-up
5A Wong	Hoi	Lam 1st	runner-up
5A Chan	Chun	Yin 1st	runner-up
5C Ho	Wing	In	Vivian 1st	runner-up
6A Ip	Ching	Lam 1st	runner-up
6B Shum	Luo	Yi 1st	runner-up
1A Chan	Wing	Ying 2nd	runner-up
1A Cheung	Yan	Kiu 2nd	runner-up
1D Liu	Siu	Yung 2nd	runner-up
2B Kwong	See	Ching 2nd	runner-up
2C Cheng	Matthew	Yan	Nok 2nd	runner-up
2D Wang	Hing	Ling	Yana 2nd	runner-up
3B Mak	Pui	Yu 2nd	runner-up
4B To	Ka	Chun	Magnus 2nd	runner-up
5A Chun	On	Ching 2nd	runner-up
6E Kwok	Yat	Hei 2nd	runner-up
4A So	Pak	Yui 2nd	runner-up

Results of 63rd Hong Kong Schools 
Speech Festival:



Lachlan Ian Fraser 6F

	 	 	 In	 KTS,	 I’ve	 been	 lucky	

to	learn	a	lot	of	things	and	

meet	lots	of	friends.	I	want	

to	thank	the	Headmistress,	

the	 Vice	 Headmistress	 and	

all	 the	 teachers	 for	 all	 the	

help	 they	have	given	us	during	our	 six	

years	in	Kowloon	Tong	School.	

	 One	 of	 my	 best	 times	 at	 KTS	 was	

winning	 the	 inter-school	 football	

competition	with	my	team-mates	which	

made	 everyone	 very	 happy.	 But	 most	

of	all,	I	am	happy	to	have	met	so	many	

friends,	 and	 will	 always	 remember	 the	

happy	 times	 that	 we	 had	 together	 at	

KTS.	

	 Thank	 you	 KTS,	 we	 may	 be	 leaving	

you,	but	we	will	never	forget	you.	

Goodbye Message to KTS
Chris Li  6D  

	 After	six	years	in	KTS,	I	am	graduating	from	
primary	school	and	about	to	embark	on	the	
next	 journey.	 Remembering	 my	 life	 in	 KTS,	
I	 am	 so	 thankful	 to	 the	 Headmistress,	 Vice	
Headmistress,	 teachers	 and	 my	 classmates.	
The	 Headmistress	 provided	 resources	 for	 us	
to	 satisfy	 our	 curiosity.	 Teachers	 helped	 us	
grow,	 from	 childish	 to	 mature,	 from	 callow	
to	 seasoned;	 and	 classmates	 supported	
me	 whenever	 I	 faced	 difficulties.	 Going	 to	
secondary	 school,	 I	 feel	 both	 nervous	 and	
excited,	 but	 I	 know	 that	 KTS	 has	 given	 me	
the	 courage	 to	 face	 the	 ever-
changing	world.

	 Goodbye,	KTS.	The	sadness	
will	help	us	to	better	appreciate	
the	happy	times	we	have	spent	
together.

Elliar Cheung  3C 		

	 In	 the	 English	 Poetry	

Recitation	class,	Mrs	D’souza	

teaches	 us	 how	 to	 recite	

poetry	 with	 good	 facial	

and	 vocal	 expression.	 We	

learnt	 how	 to	 make	 our	 recitations	

interesting	 for	 the	 audience	 by	 varying	 the	

pace,	volume	and	pitch	 in	our	voices.	Some	

poems	require	the	use	of	different	voices	for	

different	characters,	and	we	had	a	lot	of	fun	

practising	this.	

	 Mrs.	D’souza	held	a	Poets’	Café	which	was	

exciting	because	the	classroom	was	set	up	in	

a	 café	 style	 with	 colourful	 table	 cloths	 and	

flowers	on	the	tables.	We	also	had	some	nice	

food	 and	 juice.	 Each	 student	 had	 to	 recite	

a	 poem	 and	 I	 recited	 a	 poem	 called	 “The	

Crocodile’s	Toothache”,	since	I	thought	it	was	

an	interesting	poem.	I	really	like	the	English	

Poetry	Recitation	class!

Yana Wong  2D

			I	like	to	be	in	the	English	Poetry	
Recitation	 class	 because	 in	 this	
class	 the	 teacher	 is	 Mrs.	 D’souza.	
She	is	kind	and	always	talks	to	us.	
I	think	this	class	is	interesting	and	
it	is	a	happy	class.	In	
the	last	lesson	of	the	
first	 term,	 we	 had	 a	
Poet’s	 Café.	 In	 the	
café,	 each	 student	
stood	 in	 front	 of	
the	class	and	read	a	
poem	 that	 we	 had	
learnt.	 In	 this	 class,	
we	 learnt	 different	
things	 like	 facial	
expressions,	 voice	
control	 and	 how	 to	
pronounce	 words	
correctly.	 It	 is	 a	 fun	
class.	I	want	to	be	in	
this	class	forever!
	

Poetry Recitation Class



	 One	of	our	school’s	missions	is	to	let	students	take	part	in	various	field	trips.	Thus,	students	can	
acquire	a	deeper	understanding	of	different	cultures	and	broaden	their	horizons.
	 For	one	such	trip,	our	students	visited	two	schools	 in	Singapore	where	they	attended	some	of	
their	classes	and	experienced	different	teaching	and	learning	styles.	Our	students	had	opportunities	
to	talk	about	KTS	and	Hong	Kong	as	they	shared	information	about	the	different	cultures	with	the	
host	students.	The	bonus	was	they	conversed	in	English!	They	also	did	a	bit	of	sightseeing	to	add	to	
the	excitement.	All	this	provides	a	great	educational	experience	while	preparing	our	students	for	the	
outside	world.	This	trip	is	organized	every	year	for	our	P.5	–	P.6	students.	Read	on	to	see	what	our	
students	have	to	say	about	their	trip	to	Singapore.

Henna
Cindy Sung  5A

	 I	 went	 on	 a	 trip	 to	 Singapore	 with	 my	 teachers	 and	
schoolmates	 on	 7th	 February,	 2012.	 I	 felt	 very	 happy	
and	excited	to	have	the	opportunity	to	go.
	 On	 the	 second	 day	 of	 the	 trip,	 all	 of	 us	 visited	
Edgefield	 Primary	 School.	 My	 buddy	 from	 that	
school	 drew	 a	 henna	 design	 for	 me!	 First,	 my	 buddy	

used	a	pen	to	draw	a	beautiful	design	on	my	hand.	I	felt	scared	that	
the	pen	would	make	me	dirty!	Then	one	hour	later,	my	buddy	told	
me	I	had	to	wash	my	hand.	The	flower	which	my	buddy	drew	didn’t	
disappear	and	I	saw	an	orange	flower	on	my	hand!	I	felt	surprised!	It	
looked	beautiful	and	the	design	stayed	on	my	hand	for	a	week!	I	felt	
honoured	after	my	buddy	drew	this	henna	design	for	me.	This	was	
one	of	the	most	unforgettable	days	of	my	life!

Street Dancing
Natalie Cheung  6A  

	 Have	you	ever	heard	of	street	dancing?	How	
about	trying	it?
	 On	the	second	day	of	our	trip	to	Singapore,	
we	visited	Edgefield	Primary	School	and	tried	
this	 popular	 dance	 in	 the	 school	 hall!	 We	
were	all	very	intrigued	by	this	different,	but	

stimulating	dance.	But	how	did	street	dancing	originate?
	 Street	 dancing	 is	 a	 part	 of	 hip-hop	 culture,	 which	 is	
a	culture	developed	by	American	black	 teenagers.	 It	can	
be	divided	 into	 two	categories:	breakdance	and	hip-hop	
dance.	Breakdance	usually	involves	moves	that	are	similar	
to	gymnastic	moves	such	as	supporting	yourself	with	your	
hands	and	spinning	on	the	ground,	so	it’s	quite	challenging	and	may	
not	be	suitable	for	everyone.	But	the	more	simplified	version,	hip-hop	dance	may	suit	you.	It	has	
many	variations	with	unique	characteristics.	Notable	ones	are	the	robot	dance	–	where	dancers	have	
to	move	their	limbs	in	a	robotic	manner	with	locking,	involving	lots	of	arm	movements.	
Street	dancing	is	now	usually	practised	in	dance	studios,	and	some	schools	like	
Edgefield	Primary	School	even	use	street	dancing	as	part	of	the	syllabus	of	their	
P.E.	lessons!
			Street	dancing	is	surely	a	great	activity	for	recreation.	If	you	are	interested,	you	
can	even	participate	in	some	street	dancing	lessons	in	community	centres!

School Trip to Singapore



General Information  
	 The	U.K.	is	a	unity	between	four	different	countries:	England,	Scotland,	
Wales	and	Northern	Ireland.		It	is	located	in	the	northern	hemisphere	and	
is	just	to	the	left	of	mainland	Europe.		England	is	the	biggest	of	the	four	
countries	and	 is	probably	 the	most	 recognizable	of	 the	 four,	around	 the	
world.	Not	only	is	it	famous	for	its	history	and	culture,	but	it	is	also	the	
home	of	two	famous	KTS	teachers	–	Mr.	Sellers	and	Mr.	Mannering!	With		4	
countries	and	63	million	people,	the	United	Kingdom	is	a	very	important	
part	of	both	Europe	and	the	World.	
	
The Flag
	 The	U.K.	flag	 (the	Union	 Jack)	 is	very	 recognizable,	but	many	people	
don’t	know	that	it	is	made	up	of	the	St.	George’s	Flag	(England),	St.	Andrew’s	
Flag	(Scotland),	and	the	St.	Patrick’s	Flag	(N.	Ireland).

The Currency
	 The	 U.K.	 uses	 a	 currency	 called	 pound	 sterling,	 or	 more	 commonly	
‘pound’.	There	are	eight	different	coin	values,	and	four	different	bank	note	
values	(the	biggest	one	being		50	pounds	–	which	is	about	600	Hong	Kong	
dollars).	 Did	 you	 know	 that	 each	 coin	 and	 banknote	 from	 the	 Bank	 of	
England	must	have	the	Queen’s	head	on	it?

Some Customs
	 The	 United	 Kingdom	 has	 a	 lot	 of	
customs	 and	 a	 lot	 of	 famous	 traditions	
and	people.	 	We	know	that	Shakespeare	
was	from	England,	as	were	the	Beatles	and,	
of	course,	Charles	Dickens.	But,	did	you	
know	that	J.K.	Rowling	is	from	Scotland	
and	Roald	Dahl	was	from	Wales?
	 Food	is	a	big	part	of	the	U.K.	tradition	
and	varies,	depending	on	which	country	
you	are	in.		In	England,	fish	and	chips	or	
bangers	and	mash	(sausages	and	mashed	potato)	have	been	a	favourite	food	for	hundreds	of	years.		In	
Scotland	they	have	a	slightly	different	traditional	dish	called	Haggis.		This	is	made	from	lamb’s	lung,	
liver	and	heart	which	is	served	in	the	lining	of	a	sheep’s	stomach!		
Interesting fact:	 Did	you	know	most	fish	and	chip	shops	in	England	serve	Chinese	take	away?	If	

you	want	to	speak	Cantonese	in	England	–	go	to	a	fish	and	chip	shop,	you	might	
be	served	by	Hong	Kong	people!

Tourist Spots
 There	are	lots	of	famous	places	in	the	U.K.	Buckingham	Palace	
is	where	the	Queen	lives	most	of	the	time,	but	she	actually	has	3	
other	homes,	including	Windsor	Castle	which	is	around	900	years	
old.
	 The	 famous	 Hogwart’s	 Express	 leaves	 from	 King’s	 Cross	 in	
London	(but	platform	9	¾	doesn’t	really	exist).		One	of	the	most	
famous	 places	 in	 the	 U.K.	 would	 have	 to	 be	 Stonehenge.	 Built	
around	5000	years	ago	and	still	 standing	today,	 it	 is	believed	to	
have	been	a	burial	ground,	but	nobody	is	certain.	How	did	people	
carry	the	stones	there?	Did	aliens	build	it?	It’s	one	of	the	world’s	
great	mysteries!

The United Kingdom

Laverbread Haggis

Buckingham Palace



English Learning Tips

	 Studying	English	is	much	like	studying	any	other	subject;	sometimes	it	can	be	a	little	tedious.		A	
great	way	 to	 ‘spice	 it	up’	 is	 to	 include	 fun	activities	 to	help	you	 learn	without	 realizing	 it.	 	 Simply	
reading	a	few	jokes	can	really	help	your	level	of	understanding.		Learning	interesting	expressions	or	
idioms	also	helps	to	put	your	brain	into	gear	–	“how?”	you	may	ask.		Well,	an	idiom	is	a	figure	of	speech	
that	doesn’t	have	an	obvious	meaning,	so	by	learning	them	we	start	to	learn	around	English	words,	and	
not	just	directly	what	they	mean.		
	 Great	 techniques	 to	 improve	 your	 English	 can	 be	 really	 simple	 yet	 make	 a	 really	 big	 difference.		
The	best	possible	thing	you	can	do	is	practise	each	and	every	day.		Whether	it’s	
reading,	speaking	or	writing,	do	a	little	every	day,	and	you	will	see	your	ability	
rise	quickly.		Motivation	is	very	important	too,	think	of	fun	English	things	to	
do	—	watching	a	movie	in	English,	singing	English	songs,	or	just	speaking	to	
your	friends	in	English	–	all	of	this	helps	a	lot!		Don’t	be	afraid	to	speak	English!	
Making	mistakes	is	part	of	the	learning	process,	and	making	mistakes	now	just	
means	you	won’t	make	them	later	on.
	 On	this	page	we	have	some	common	 idioms	 to	aid	your	English	 learning.		
Remember,	you	can	never	have	too	much	fun	when	studying.

English Fun Page

Idioms – Common idioms matching exercise

Figure	out	 (							)	 a.	 Something	that	is	common	or	easy	to	get.
To	have	a	blast	 (							)	 b.	 Recover	from	an	illness	or	bad	news.
Monkey	see,	monkey	do	 (							)	 c.	 Not	remember	anything	all	of	a	sudden.
Can’t	stand	 (							)	 d.	 To	become	unsure	about	a	big	decision.
A	dime	a	dozen	 (							)	 e.	 To	dislike	something	very	much.
Go	blank	 (							)	 f.	 To	copy	something	somebody	does	and	not	understand
	 	 	 why.

Get	over	 (								)	 g.	 To	understand	after	thinking	about	it.
Have	second	thoughts	 (								)	 h.	To	have	a	fantastic	time.
Piece	of	cake	 (								)	 i.	 Something	that	can	be	achieved	easily.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

ANSWER:	1	–	g		2	–	h		3	–	f		4	–	e		5	–	a		6	–	c		7	–	b		8	–	d		9	–	i

	 We	 cannot	 finish	 talking	 about	
the	 U.K.	 without	 mentioning	 all	
the	sporting	history	there.		Football,	
rugby	 and	 cricket	 were	 all	 invented	
in	England.	They	are	the	main	sports	
in	the	U.K.	There	is	a	long	history	of	
sporting	 success,	 and	 this	 year	 the	
summer	 Olympics	 will	 be	 held	 in	
London,	 England.	 Let’s	 see	 if	 they	
can	match	the	outstanding	Olympic	
Games	held	in	Beijing	four	years	ago.

	 So,	with	a	rich	history,	lots	of	famous	places,	fun	things	to	do	and	sports	to	play,	the	UK	would	be	
a	perfect	place	to	visit	for	anybody	wanting	to	improve	their	English,	or	just	take	a	short	vacation	and	
immerse	themselves	in	this	country’s	rich	and	diverse	culture.

Hogwart’s Express Stonehenge
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	 Vice	Headmistress	Miss	Leung	Yee	Wah
Committee members:	 Miss	Che	So	Yin,	Ms	Tong	Ka	Wai,	Ms	Wong	Sau	Wai,
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