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THE VISION

Welcome	to	our	twelfth	issue	of	Kowloon	Tong	School̓s	Newsletter	–	The	Vision	(Vivid	Inspirational	Stimulating	Intelligent	
Outstanding	Newsletter).	This	year,	students	continue	to	blossom	in	an	academically	and	culturally	rich	environment	that	

builds on their competence, moral character and resourcefulness as a 21st Century global citizen.

Kowloon Tong School
(Primary Section)

 This year, we kickstarted our school year with a special visit. KTS hosted one amazing visit on 8th September 
for	twenty-one	students	along	with	their	four	teachers	from	CHIJ	St.	Nicholas	Girls’	School.	Our	headmistress,	vice-
headmistress,	teachers	and	KTS	ambassadors	felt	very	honoured	to	be	the	host	of	this	fun-filled	and	memorable	day	for	
our guests from afar.
 The visit commenced in the school hall with a welcoming note to our special teachers and students followed by 
an exhilarating and intriguing P.5 Oral lesson taught by Mr Louey and Ms Jojo on the 
topic of “Hong Kong”. From identifying the unique culture of Hong Kong by showing 
students local snacks and extraordinary pictures of Hong Kong to analysing the elements 
of	famous	slogans,	students	from	CHIJ	St.	Nicholas	Girls’	School	and	our	P.5	students	put	
their heads together to come up with the best slogan to promote Hong Kong. Creativity 
was	apparent	in	all	groups.	A	special	‘Pearl	of	the	Orient’	certificate	was	awarded	to	each	
group for their outstanding work.
 After the lesson, our guests had a chance to tour around our beautiful campus alongside 
our KTS ambassadors and teachers. Our guests were in awe of the tranquility of the unique 
layout of our school campus. KTS ambassador Katie Kwok from 6A was amazed to know 
that	students	from	CHIJ	St.	Nicholas	Girls’	School	were	not	only	interested	in	our	school	
facilities, but also the rich history of KTS. The discussion and sharing session following 
the	tour	provided	both	our	KTS	ambassadors	and	our	guests	with	a	chance	to	reflect	and	
exchange thoughts on the visit. The showcase of talents from students from both schools 
was the cherry on top. A captivating Teochew Opera performance by a student from CHIJ 
St.	Nicholas	Girls’	School	 followed	by	poem	 readings,	flute	playing	and	 singing	 from	
KTS award-winning students embellished the event immensely. 
 What’s more to this one day of acquaintance among students is a lifetime of friendship 
budding. Two of our KTS ambassadors, Esther Wong from 6C and Celesta Yik from 6A, 
are thrilled to continue to stay in touch with their new friends from Singapore. Both of 
them cherished the time with our guest students and were overjoyed to have made such 
wonderful	friends	from	Singapore.		May	their	friendship	blossom	and	flourish.	We	look	
forward	to	having	CHIJ	St.	Nicholas	Girls’	School	visiting	us	in	the	near	future.
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	 This	year	at	KTS	we	are	extremely	dedicated	in	supporting	our	students	and	helping	them	to	develop	their	fluency	
in communicating in English. In an effort to entice students to use the English language more, as well as to develop 
students’	confidence,	we	are	covering	a	variety	of	fun	and	meaningful	topics.	The	stimulating	topics	are	designed	to	
broaden the students’ knowledge of different themes and vocabulary through a range of engaging activities. Here at 
KTS we pride ourselves with the fact that during language days our students are engaged and eager to participate in 
the activities. There is a great sense of fun and excitement around the entire 
school during language days.
 The themes we have covered starting from September are:
  “Greatest Scientific Discoveries”- This language day brought interesting 
historical and scientific facts to students and answered many intriguing 
questions, such as: why is the sky blue and why do planes stay in the sky? 
Hearing about microbes and learning that penicillin was the first antibiotic 
ever	invented	to	fight	off	certain	types	of	bacteria,	was	really	fascinating	for	
the	students.	The	students	 loved	hearing	about	 Isaac	Newton	and	how	he	
discovered gravity and many other important discoveries.
 “Halloween”- This language day was introduced through a scary story that 
was meant to awake students’ playful spirits and to draw them into the festive 
spirit of Halloween. Students loved hearing about the origins of the festival 
and how the festival got its name. Many interesting facts were introduced to 
our students, such as what traditional games are played during Halloween, 
what food is eaten and the most important tradition, trick-or-treating. Students 
found out why people do dress up for Halloween and why orange and black are 
traditional Halloween colours and many other peculiar customs. 
 “Natural Wonders of the World”- This language day revealed some 
of the most exciting places on Earth, like the Grand Canyon in America and 
Victoria	Falls	 in	Africa.	The	students	 learned	that	a	natural	wonder	must	be	
a clearly defined natural site that was not created or significantly altered by 
humans. The seven natural wonders of the world are simply spectacular and 
served as an amazing topic for our students to learn more about extraordinary 
places on Earth. Students learned to appreciate these places and treasure 
nature’s wondrous beauty. 
 “Christmas”- This language day  focused on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day in England and this was told through a classic Christmas story 
by	Clement	C.	Moore	called	“Twas	 the	Night	Before	Christmas”	 to	bring	
closer the English Christmas traditions to our students. Students learned 
about the old English traditions of singing Christmas carols, decorating Christmas trees and watching pantomimes. 
Furthermore, they were introduced to the food eaten on Christmas day and building a snowman through a music video 
called “Frosty the Snowman”. This language day brought the true meaning of Christmas to our students.

Language Days

KTS English ambassadors with our beloved headmistress and native-speaking English 
teachers during the ambassadors' inauguration ceremony.



The Pi lot IPA Programme at KTS
How would you pronounce the following words? 

pilot, common, cupboard, triangle, hamburger, cucumber, cigarette

/paIlət/	/'kɒm	ən/	/'k∧bəd/	/'traIæŋgəl/	/'hæmbз:gə/	/'kju:k∧mbə/	/sIgə'ret/

 They definitely look easy, but are you sure you are pronouncing them accurately? In fact, the aforementioned 
words are commonly mispronounced by Hong Kong students. To know the correct pronunciation, there is only one 
reliable	way,	and	that	is	to	look	up	the	words	in	a	dictionary.	A	dictionary	not	only	defines	a	word,	it	also	tells	you	the	
pronunciation by using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), which represents the sounds of an oral language. By 
checking the dictionary and referring to the IPA, one will be able to pronounce words accurately. 
 Realizing that mispronunciation is a prevalent problem among English learners in Hong Kong, a pilot scheme 
was introduced to Primary One students this year. In the IPA programme, students were taught the sounds and 
symbols of 20 vowels and 24 consonants. They also learnt the weak and strong form of words, and connected speech 
on the sentence level. Through the IPA programme, it is hoped that students’ language awareness, particularly with 
pronunciation, can be raised by equipping them with a tool to read smoothly and accurately. 
 Before articulating a word precisely, it is crucial for students to produce accurate phonemes (smallest unit of 
sound)	first.	IPA	expert	and	visiting	instructor,	Mr.	Derek	Kwok,	and	KTS	English	teachers	listened	to	each	and	every	
student producing the corresponding sounds of 44 IPA symbols, and guided students towards the correct positioning 
of their articulators, including the lips, teeth and tongue, etc. Having acquired the individual phonemes, students have 
become more skilled at pronouncing words by blending the sounds. 
 IPA learning does not come to an end when students step outside of the classrooms. Interactive and fun games that 
allow students to consolidate what they have learnt in class are also provided for them. To learn more about this, visit 
the link at http://cambridgeenglishonline.com/Phonetics_Focus/
 In order to further strengthen students’ IPA knowledge and its usage, KTS provides them with different kinds of 
practices.	For	instance,	commonly	mispronounced	or	difficult	words	on	our	worksheets	are	transcribed	so	that	students	
will be able to pronounce the words accurately.

	  

IPA transcription is also introduced in school work, so students can receive more exposure.

From single-syllabic to multi-syllabic 
words, students practise the production of 
sounds with accurate stress progressively.



Class presentation activities
	 At	KTS,	our	teachers	are	dedicated	to	helping	students	develop	fluency	in	presenting.	As	we	know	that	
oral presentation is a set of skills. A great presentation does not happen by accident. It is planned, rehearsed 
and	then	delivered	with	confidence.	
 KTS teachers believe that every student can be a good presenter. The keys to success are preparation and 
practice. In this light, our teachers diligently teach students the techniques of presentation at every opportunity 
to	make	students’	presentations	fluent	and	natural.	Students	in	all	levels	are	provided	with	numerous	channels	
to engage in oral presentation activities, including PSWS (Parent-Student Activity Worksheet), show and tell, 
storytelling, retelling a personal experience, presenting own poems, creating new festivals and role-playing. 
These	activities	increase	students’	exposure	of	English	in	meaningful	ways	and	build	up	their	self-confidence	
in	public	speaking.	Not	only	will	the	students	overcome	their	nervousness	in	public	speaking	with	various	
practices,	they	will	also	get	a	sense	of	achievement	and	become	confident	presenters.	
 Oral presentations are a part of every student’s life. The aim of doing presentation is to give students 
opportunities	to	communicate	their	ideas	effectively,	to	present	information	confidently	and	to	use	English	
in a purposeful way. Even teachers know how daunting it could get when speaking in front of a crowd. 
(Remember: teachers were once students.)
 Rest assured, there are things we can do before and during the presentation to tackle the nervousness that 
comes with public speaking. Let us examine these here.

Before the presentation:
1. Be prepared and RESEARCH your topic. As Albert Einstein once said, “If you can’t explain it simply, 

you	don’t	understand	 it	well	enough.”	Knowing	your	 topic	well	helps	maintain	confidence	when	you	
present.

2. Organise and present your information in a systematic way. A good presentation should have a logical 
structure for the listeners to follow.

 i. Introduction: Welcome the audience and present the objectives of your presentation. Starting with an 
interesting opening. 

 ii. Body: Sequence your ideas. Remember not to pack too much in your content and talk non-stop. 
 iii. Conclusion: Summarise your main points and thank the audience for listening. 

Presentation Ski l ls

P.1 students presenting "My 
Favourite Pet" in Oral lessons. P.5 students practising their storytelling in small groups.



Storytelling presentation 
P.5 students presenting their stories with props, great facial expressions and body language.

 It’s time to present. Here are some techniques to effectively deliver the messages.

Delivery of presentation
1.	 Speak	clearly,	firmly	and	confidently.	Maintain	appropriate	pace.	Vary	your	tone	and	intonation	to	keep	

your audience engaged. Have appropriate pauses for your audience to digest your information.
2. Maintain a loud voice. Project your voice to the back of the room. 
3. Enunciate. Make sure you have proper pronunciation of the words. Correct pronunciation is crucial for 

listeners to understand your messages. 
4. Prepare cue cards but do not look at your notes too frequently as it will prevent you from making eye 

contact with the audience. 

Delivery of presentation (non-verbal)
1. Plan your body and hand positions. Stand to one side of the screen, so the audience can see the materials. 

Have	an	upright	posture.	Stand	straight	and	tall	but	relaxed.	Avoid	slouching,	leaning	or	fidgeting.	Appear	
confident	and	enthusiastic.

2. Use of gestures. A few gestures will help the audience pay attention and understand your ideas better. For 
example,	raising	your	fingers	as	your	list	the	items	and	count	them	out:	'first',	'second',	'third'	or	take	a	step	
forward when you make an important point.

3. Interest your audience. Use facial expression to show your feelings or to illustrate your point. 
4.	 Maintain	eye	contact.	It	is	crucial	to	maintain	eye	contact	with	EVERYONE	in	the	audience.	Remember	

to face and speak to the audience, not the screen. 
5.	 Visual	aids	such	as	images,	videos,	PowerPoint,	realia,	posters	help	reinforce	your	ideas.	

Now	that	you	know	how	to	prepare	and	deliver	an	oral	presentation,	all	that’s	left	is	to	practise.	PRACTISE,	
PRACTISE, PRACTISE!

 Practice is the key! Practise in front of a mirror. Better yet, videotape yourself and play it back to yourself. 
This will help you get an accurate picture of how you look and how you sound.  Ask your friends or family 
members	to	be	your	audience.	It	may	feel	weird	at	first,	but	their	feedback	on	how	you	do	helps	you	become	
a better presenter. 

THE MORE YOUR PRACTISE, THE BETTER YOU ARE. 
THE BETTER YOU ARE, THE MORE CONFIDENT YOU GET.



 I am a new teacher in KTS and I have realized students know very little about the country I 
come from. Therefore, I woud like to introduce my beautiful homeland, Croatia.

General information
Croatia (Croatian: Hrvatska) is located in Southeastern Europe on the Adriatic Sea, 
bordering with Italy to the west and Hungary to the north. Even though Croatia is quite 
a	small	country,	it	is	very	diverse	geographically,	with	its	flat	plains,	mountains	and		an	
Adriatic coastline with 1,246 islands.

Climate
Croatia has a mostly moderate climate while the entire Adriatic coast has a pleasant Mediterranean climate. Spring 
and autumn are mild along the coast, while winter is cold and snowy in central and northern regions. Summers can 
get pretty hot and humid, similar to Hong Kong summers, but the winters are very cold and snowy and can last quite 
long.	Croatians	get	fed	up	with	the	snow	very	soon	because	it	causes	all	sorts	of	problems,	from	traffic	obstructions	to	
stopping schools from working. 

Cultural heritage
Croatia has a long history that goes back to early 7th century, a fact that is most 
obvious through the vast array of ancient cities and impressive old churches. Most 
towns have a historical centre with a typical architecture. The most famous is 
Dubrovnik, a prime example of the coastal architecture, best known for its high city 
walls	and	as	a	part	of	 the	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Sites.	Equally	 important	 is	 the	
capital and the largest city, Zagreb, with a population of about 1 million. Zagreb is my 
hometown and even though it is not considered a metropolis it is a modern city with all 
the modern features and  a laid back feel. My favourite part of Zagreb is the park-forest 
Maksimir, where I used to walk my dog every day and enjoyed the fresh air. It was my 
green oasis in the middle of the city. 

Nature
The most beautiful parts of Croatia and protected areas are national parks, nature parks and strict reserves. There are 

eight national parks in Croatia, two strict reserves and ten nature parks. The most 
famous protected area and the oldest national park in Croatia is the Plitvice Lakes 
National	Park,	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site.	Every	year	millions	of	tourists	from	
all	around	the	world	remain	amazed	by	its	stunning	scenery.	Velebit	Nature	Park	is	a	
part	of	the	UNESCO	Man	and	the	Biosphere	Programme	and	a	dearest	mountain	to	
my heart. I've climbed that mountain so many times and it always offered different 
views	and	scenery.		Wherever	I	walk	in	Velebit	it	gives	me	unique	views	and	contrasts	
between the sea and the mountain. How unforgettable!

Here are some interesting facts and activities
Croatia has a lot of lighthouses and they are a perfect setting for a more "wild" 
holiday, if you're into that. They are situated on a deserted coastline or in the open sea. 
The speciality of this is that you are able to cut yourself off from the rest of the world 
and just soak in the sun and the sea.

Croats invented the necktie
However you may feel about the modern-day office noose, we have Croatia to thank for it, and 
it may very well be Croatia’s must successful export. After all, it used to be called the cravat, 
and where did the word cravat come from? Croat.

The location of dalmatians is Croatian
If	you	have	ever	heard	anything	about	the	Croatian	coast,	you’ll	eventually	find	out	that	
its waterfront is known as the Dalmatian Coast, and yes, that’s where the dog got its name.
Thanks to the breed’s worldwide renown, courtesy of the 101 Dalmatians books and 
movies, one might make the mistake of thinking the coast is named after the dog, but the 
region has been known as Dalmatia since imperial Roman times. And it boasts to be one of 
the most beautiful coasts in the world. Come for a visit and see for yourself. I promise you 
won't regret it! 

(Source: http://blog.happytovisit.com/2014/10/10-fun-facts-about-croatia-youd-never-have-guessed/)

Croatia



Progressive Writ ing Course

 “You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have.” – Maya Angelou
 The	Progressive	Writing	course	is	designed	to	enhance	students’	creative	writing	ability.	It	helps	students	to	find	
their strengths and weaknesses in writing and provides opportunities for creative self-expression. The course offers a 
variety of writing styles such a letter writing, poetry and short stories. 

 The piece of creative writing as you see below was introduced to students 
through a lesson on ‘My Family’. They were all encouraged to create their own 
similes then had to creatively and constructively incorporate what they had been 
taught in lesson to think of ways to use the similes to write about each of their family 
members.

My Family
 There are four members in my family. They are my parents, younger sister 
and I. 
 My dad is as wise as Solomon. He is clever enough to build some 
infrastructure	in	Hong	Kong	such	as	Tsing	Ma	Bridge,	Nam	Wan	Tunnel	and	so	
on. They are gorgeous! Besides, my dad knows about computers like the back 
of	his	hand.	Once,	my	computer	was	out	of	order	and	he	fixed	it	without	any	
difficulties.	Not	long	after,	it	was	back	to	normal	and	could	be	used	again.	He	is	
really a rocket scientist.
 My mum is as busy as an ant because she is the manageress of my house. 
She is in charge of everything. She likes cleaning so my house is as clean as a 
whistle. She is also as wise as an owl because she can cook various yummy dishes for us in the kitchen 
where it is usually as hot as hell. Therefore, my mum is as tough as nails so I appreciate her the most.
 My younger sister, Jane, is so cute that everyone likes her. Her skin is as white as snow and her 
face is as red as a tomato. When I touch it, it is as soft as silk. She is really 
lovable. Moreover, she has a sunny disposition as she can keep a smile on her 
face all the time so she is always as happy as a lark. She has been a member of 
the school choir since her voice is so sweet that she sings like a bird. She can 
sing beautifully on the stage. My sister is wonderful.
 My family members have different talents and they are so brilliant that I am 
proud of them. 

Lau Hoi Kit ( 5B)
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1. What starts with a “t”, ends with a “t” and is full of “t”?

2. How many months have 28 days?

3. What has teeth but cannot eat?

4.	 What	room	has	no	door,	no	windows,	no	floor	and	no	roof?

5. The more you take away, the bigger I become. What am I?

6. It is black but you say it is clean. It is white but you say it is dirty. What is it?

7. What can you hold in your left hand but not in your right hand?

8. What has hands but no feet, a face but no eyes, tells but does not talk?

9. What’s never used until it’s broken?

10. What kind of dog never bites?

1. What is the name of the phobia that involves an abnormal fear of spiders?

2. True or False? Snakes have slimy skin.

3. What is the largest land animal in the world? 

4. What food makes up nearly all (around 99%) of a Giant Panda’s diet?

5. How many pairs of wings does a bee have?

6. True or false? Cats spend an average of 14 hours a day sleeping.

7. Groups of lions are known as what?

8. What type of animal is the largest primate in the world?

9. What is the most recognizable feature of a hedgehog’s appearance?

10. A ‘doe’ is what kind of animal?

Riddles

Answers

1. Arachnophobia
2. False - snakeskin is smooth 

and dry.
3. The elephant
4. Bamboo
5. 2 
6. True
7. Prides
8. The Gorilla
9. Their spines of spiky hair.
10. A female deer.

Animal Quiz

Answers

1. Teapot
2. All of them
3. A comb
4. A mushroom
5. A hole

6. A blackboard
7. Your right hand
8. A clock
9. An egg
10. A hot dog


