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| am recently inspired by “The Alchemist” (1988) by Paulo Coelho. It tells a story
about Santiago, a young shepherd who has a recurring dream about a hidden
treasure at the foot of the Egyptian pyramids. Although full of uncertainties,
after meeting a fortune teller and an exiled king who both tell him to search for
the treasure, Santiago sells his sheep and embarks on a journey from Spain to
Africa and eventually, Egypt. However, he soon faces some obstacles. He is

robbed in Egypt and forced to work for a year with a local crystal merchant to

earn his fare to get to the pyramids. Later in the desert, he is caught up in the
turmoil of tribal wars and gets captured. Meanwhile, he meets an alchemist who guides him to listen to his heart
and follow the ‘signs’ from nature. Santiago finally discovers the chest of gold coins while realising the more

precious treasure found within.

The novel is enchanting and filled with plot twists and thought-provoking words of wisdom. How Santiago
wrestled with whether to persist or give up his quest to find the treasure captured my heart. | felt his pain every
time he fell down, but | also admired his optimism and perseverance. | easily related to his journey in the pursuit
of dreams. It often takes much courage to step outside one’s comfort zone. One may face failures or
discouragements, yet, we should always hold on to what we believe and never forget the reason or reasons why
we started. | love this line in the novel, “There is only one thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the
fear of failure.” The start of any quest is never easy. Thus, we need to devote all our efforts, brace ourselves and

trust the instincts in our hearts, as “wherever your heart is, there you will find your treasure.”

The choice is in our hands — do you want to be a contented shepherd living a quiet life, or an ambitious
adventurer who sells your sheep and embraces the unknown treasure?
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